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SUBJECT: REQUEST PROM KING HUSSEIN ON JORDAN-US FLIGHTS 

1. SUMMARY: KING DEEPLY DISTURBED BY CAB DECISION 

TO HOLD WHAT HE HAS BEEN TOLD ARE "UNUSUAL" HEARINGS 
ON JORDANIAN-SYRIAN AIR SERVICE TO NEW YORK. HE WAS 
ALSO INFORMED THAT ONCE HEARING DATE SET A 60-DAY 
DELAY IS INEVITABLE. ALTER SOME CONVERSATION WITH 
AIRLINE PRESIDENT, KING ACCEPTED AMBASSADOR'S 
SUGGESTION NOT TO SEEK TO CANCEL CAB HEARINGS, BUT 
INSTEAD TO ASK THAT EARLIEST POSSIBLE DATE BE SET 
POR HEARINGS AND WAITING PERIOD POLLOWING HEARINGS 
BE CUT TO MINIMUM TIME. JORDANIAN AIRLINE STANDS TO 
LOSE A GREAT DEAL OP MONEY WITH FURTHER DELAYS IN 
AIR SERVICE TO NEW YROK. WE ASSUME SAME IS TRUE 
POR SYRIA. IN ADDITION, AIRLINE RELIEVES ORIGINAL 18-MONTH 
TRIAL POR FLIGHTS IN BEING ARBITRARILY CUT BY DELAY IN 
CONSIDERING APPLICATION OP JORDANIAN-SYRIAN AIRLINE 
POR CERTIPICATION TO PLY TO U.S. END SUMMARY. 
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2. KING HUSSEIN CALLED ME MORNING MAY 16 ON TELEPHONE 
TO INDICATE HIS GREAT CONCERN ABOUT ADDITIONAL LAG IN 
TIME NOW BEING IMPOSED BY CAB ON JORDAN AND SYRIA 
BEFORE THE TWO CAN JOINTLY COMMENCE AIR SERVICE TO 
NEW YORK. 

3. KING WAS DEEPLY AND PERSONALLY INTERESTED DURING 
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PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATION'S CONSIDERATION OF THE JOINT 
JORDAN-SYRIAN APPLICATION EOR AIR SERVICE WHICH WAS 
PERSONALLY APPROVED BY PRESIDENT LORD. 

4. KING NOW UNDERSTANDS THAT CAB HAS TAKEN RATHER 
UNUSUAL STEP OP INSISTING ON HEARINGS IN CONNECTION 
WITH CERTIFYING JORDAN AND SYRIAN AIRLINES ACTUALLY TO 
CARRY OUT THIS SERVICE. KING IS DEEPLY TROUBLED THAT 
APPLICATION EOR SUCH CERTIFICATION HAS REMAINED IN HANDS 

OP CAB EOR SEVERAL MONTHS AND THAT JORDANIANS HAVE ONLY NOW 
BEEN TOLD THAT HEARINGS MUST TAKE PLACE AND AT 
LEAST 60 DAYS WILL HAVE TO ELAPSE FROM DATE OF HEARINGS 
PEPORE PINAL AIRLINE CERTIPICATION CAN BE ISSUED. 

5. SINCE JORDAN HAS TAKEN DELIVERY OP TWO NEW 

747'S TO SERVICE THIS ROUTE AND HAS SEVERAL TIMES POST- 
PONED INAUGURATION OP SERVICE, FURTHER DELAYS THREATEN 
TO REDUCE PERIOD WHICH JORDAN CAN SERVE U.S. IN 
LUCRATIVE SUMMER SEASON. JORDANIANS HAVE ALREADY 
AVAILABLE TO THEM FIRM APPLICATIONS FOR TICKETS 
EOR OVER 2,000 PASSENGERS BEGINNING IN MID- JULY 
WHEN THEY HOPE TO BEGIN SERVICE. LOSS OF THESE 
TICKETS AND LOSS IN CONFIDENCE WHICH IT WILL 
ENGENDER THROUGH CAB ACTION, HE PEELS, IS MOST DIS- 
CRIMINATORY AND UNPAIR. 

6. KING INITIALLY WISHED TO ASK ME TO SEEK A 
CANCELLATION OP THE CAB HEARINGS. ALTER INTERVENING 
DISCUSSION WITH HIS AIRLINE PRESIDENT ALI GHANDOUR, AT 
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A LATER MEETING WITH THE KING, I TOLD HIM IT WAS 
GHANDOUR'S IMPRESSION THAT CAB HEARINGS ONCE 
ANNOUNCED COULD NOT BE CANCELLED. GHANDOUR SUGGESTED 
TO ME AND KING PULLY APPROVED THAT I SEEK YOUR AND 
DEPARTMENT'S SUPPORT FOR EARLIEST POSSIBLE HEARINGS 
AT WHICH GHANDOUR WOULD APPEAR FOR JORDAN AIRLINES 
AND ALSO TO REPRESENT SYRIANS WITH THEIR PULL 
POWER OP ATTORNEY ANDPROXY. SECONDLY, KING 
ASKED THAT WE DO ALL POSSIBLE TO SEE THAT HEARINGS 
RESULT IN EARLY DECISION AND THAT DELAY OP 60 DAYS 
WHICH SEEMED INDICATED BY CAB BE OVERCOME IN 
WHATEVER WAY IT COULD. 

7. I TOLD KING I WOULD RELAY HIS CONCERNS AND 
THOUGHTS. 

8. ACTION REQUESTED: I WOULD BE GRATEPUL EOR 
AN EARLY UPDATE ON WHERE THIS MATTER STANDS. 

GHANDOUR IS READY TO COME TO U.S. ON VERY SHORT 
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NOTICE. WOULD APPRECIATE ALL DEPARTMENT CAN 
DO TO SPEED UP TIME OF CAB HEARINGS GIVEN SPECIAL 
FINANCIAL DAMAGE THIS WILL DO TO ALIA IF DELAYS ALLOWED 
TO CONTINUE, AND FURTHER TO REDUCE POST-HEARING 
WAITING PERIOD TO MAXIMUM EXTENT POSSIBLE. JORDANIANS 
WISH TO FLY ON OR ABOUT 1 1 JULY. 

9. GHANDOUR ALSO TOLD ME THAT CONTINUING DELAYS 
ARE MAKING A FARCE OF THE 18-MONTH TRIAL PERIOD 
MANDATED BY CAB FOR THE JORDAN/SYRIA EXPERIMENT. 

IF HE LOSES 1977 SUMMER SEASON, TRIAL PERIOD 
WILL BE BASED ON ANTICIPATED POOR 1977 WINTER SEASON AND 
1978 SUMMER WHICH WILL, HE HOPES, BE STRONG. HE 
WOULD LIKE TO HAVE FINANCIAL ADVANTAGES OF TWO 
SUMMERS, WHICH HE BELIEVES WILL BE VERY PROFITABLE, 

AND ONLY ONE LEAN WINTER FOR COMPARISON. ALSO, HE POINTED 
OUT, IF DELAYS CONTINUE, 18- MONTH TRIAL MAY WELL BE 
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SLIMMED DOWN TO 12 OR 9 MONTHS, OR EVEN LESS. 

PICKERING 
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